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 INSEMINATION IS A JOB REQUIRING PRECISION TO MAXIMISE CONCEPTION RATE.

 ENSURE ADEQUATE FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE AND HELP THE TECHNICIAN ESPECIALLY WHERE MORE THAN 
THREE COWS ARE TO BE INSEMINATED.

Paint sticks or Crayons work on the 
same principle as tail paint and are very 
convenient to use.

However, they rub off easier than tail paint 
following mounting, this makes them 
extremely useful for maiden heifers. They 
work well when cattle are indoors also. 
They are also very convenient and clean 
to apply.

CRAYONS

1. Paint sticks or Crayons are available in the four colours pictured. 
They come in boxes of 12, costing €35 for the box.

2. Just comb or brush the rump area, to remove loose hair and dirt. 
It is not necessary to clip the hair; this is clearly an advantage if 
you wish to use them in conjunction with scratch cards.

3. A skin can form over the tip of the paint sticks when they dry. Rub 
the paint stick on a concrete surface to remove it.

4.  Apply the crayons as you would apply tail paint, 9” narrow strip. 
In heifers come further down the tail head with the paint stick 
than you would with cows, as heifers do not go as forward on the 
rump on the standing animal with their brisket as cows do.

5. If you are finding heifers difficult to heat detect apply both 
scratch cards and crayons to the heifers. Put on the scratch card 
first and then apply the paint stick.

TIME  OF INSEMINATION  TO MAXIMISE PERFORMANCE 
The best time to inseminate is when animals are in standing heat and up 
to 12 hours after the end of standing heat.
• Avoid inseminating cows that are more than 12 hours after the end of 

standing heat.

• Once a day insemination works well and is a major labour saver on 
farms.

• For example, if the technician is coming into your yard each day at 12 
noon, inseminate all the cows you have seen up up to 12 noon that 
day.

• Speak to your technician and discuss your routine.

• Plan your synchronisation programme in advance with your technician. 
Ensure you adhere to the programme




